We Want Community Schools!
What Youth Believe Will Make Strong and Supportive Schools
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1
stronger
social
& emotional
support
resources

Schools should focus on
building a caring culture
of mutual respect
and dignity between
students, and adults and
students, and meeting
the social, emotional,
physical, and academic
needs of students.

This includes: Whole person support,
youth group spaces, mentorship programs,
multilingual classrooms; celebrating our
multiple cultures, origins, different
identities, and gender/sexuality alliances; counselors
and social workers for both students and adults;
and more adults on staff who can relate to the life
experiences of students.
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For public
schools to
provide the
sort of robust
and meaningful
education young
people want and need, there
must be a reconsideration of
how economic resources are
spent in New York City.

ADEQUATE
material
&
economic
resources

Resources should be spent on:
More counselors, smaller classes,
increased access to technology,
software, and instruction, more
arts-based education, increased
salaries for teachers, opening up
school spaces after school, and
sharing school resources with the whole
community.

MEANINGFUL EDUCATION

School will be more relevant for
students if curriculum moves away
from standardized testing in favor of
culturally relevant, place-based, and
experiential educational approaches.
Learning should be rooted in the
context of the histories, communities,
and cultures of black, brown, and
indigenous people. Curriculum should
incorporate political education and
pressing contemporary issues within
students' community context.
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

Transformative and restorative justice
are strategies for responding to
conflicts beyond the criminal justice
system that challenge and alter the
very way that justice operates in our
schools and society. It is transformation
through struggle. It is the act of building
power, collaborative leadership,
collective action, community
accountability, respect for all voices, and
the implementation of restorative approaches to
reduce suspensions and arrests.
Schools need more counselors, training in restorative
justice approaches, spaces for RJ circles, and youth
leadership in school safety and school climate
decisions. We must reduce reliance on school police,
punitive discipline, suspensions, arrests, and
surveillance.

Recommendations from Bushwick Action Research Collective’s 2014-2015 participatory study assessing youth experiences in schools.

Bushwick Action Research Collective is an
intergenerational team of researchers from
Make the Road New York Youth Power Project
and the Public Science Project.

Visit us at bushwickactionresearch.org
Our team includes young people from Bushwick
and the surrounding neighborhoods, organizers,
researchers, and students who are working
together to address the concerns of long
time residents of Bushwick.
We engaged in a participatory action research
project (PAR) to explore a range of questions
about youth experiences with school
discipline and surveillance, young people’s
educational desires, and community concerns.

Participatory action research provides a critical
framework for making science – systematic
inquiry and analysis – a public enterprise.
PAR is an approach to research that values the
significant knowledge people hold about their
lives and experiences. PAR positions those
most intimately impacted by research as
leaders in shaping research questions, framing
interpretations, and designing meaningful
research products and actions.

Help ensure that our community school will serve the long
time Bushwick residents who have fought for its existence!

to Get Involved CONTACT
Jessica Taube jessica.taube@maketheroadny.org
Jaritza Geigel jaritza.geigel@maketheroadny.org
Make the Road NY 301 Grove St, Brooklyn, NY 11237 (718) 418-7690

